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NWAWRC renovation nearing completion 

An armory built in Springdale in 

1947 will be the new home for the North-

west Arkansas Work Release Center 

(NWAWRC).   

The armory was vacant and was giv-

en back to the city of Springdale in 2012. 

Then, due to a good working relationship 

between Springdale and the Arkansas 

Department of Correction, the facility 

was leased to the ADC.    

According to Center Supervisor 

James Brooks, this working relationship 

with Springdale has been ongoing since 

1980.  The new 100-bed facility will al-

low 80 inmates to work consistently in 

the community with 20 porters working 

at the Center.   The facility also houses 

the administration office. 

These 80 inmates will allow 

NWAWRC to bring in approximately 

$514,080 per year.  Therefore, in only 

two years the unit will have paid back the 

money used for the renovation.  The city 

of Springdale is so pleased to have the 

Center that calls are received weekly to 

find out about the program. 

The Howitzer Cannon Monument, 

placed there years ago by the National 

Guard is engraved with the names of 

each man from the unit who was de-

ployed to Desert Storm.  Under the direc-

tion of  Assistant Director Leon Starks, 

the Monument was saved and land-

scaped.  

Two benches that were located be-

side the monument were refinished by 

inmates in Pine Bluff and placed in the 

entrance of the building.  

Brooks and staff are eager to have 

the unit, but there is no set completion 

date, he said.  The official ribbon cutting 

date has not been determined at this time.  
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Bring on spring and renewal 

March is here é on the 

march é time marches on é  

Since the start of the Fiscal 

Session, Iôve lost track. Thatôs 

why Iôm looking forward to 

spring and all that the season 

signifies. 

Some-

times 

when we 

get caught 

up in the 

hustle and 

bustle, 

those 

things 

become the 

norm. We 

forget what 

it was like before the build-up 

began. 

Day Light Savings Time 

goes into effect on March 9, 

extending the length of our 

days, and the first day of spring 

officially arrives March 20. 

Traditionally, this is the 

time for freshening up our 

homes before the hectic and 

hot summer season begins. 

Sweep away those dust bunnies 

before Easter, folks. We all 

know itôs tough to make time 

for spring cleaning when pref-

erable warmer weather past-

times, like golf and fishing, are 

waiting. 

But letôs take a little time 

and focus on spring and what it 

signifies, both personally and 

professionally. I am revisiting 

an old topic here, but itôs im-

portant for us to put certain 

things in context and remember 

the benefits of certain process-

es.  

Most of us associate spring 

with some type of renewal and 

often that involves cleaning 

and de-cluttering. Health ex-

perts say that de-cluttering is a 

good thing because clearing 

physical clutter also makes 

room in our heads and hearts, 

as well as in the home. One 

expert put it like this: ñWe can 

also have mental and emotional 

clutter blocking the flow of 

energy in our lives, and clear-

ing this out is guaranteed to 

help improve our emotional 

wellbeing.  

Examples include undone/

unfinished tasks; people/

activities that drain you of en-

ergy; remaining angry at peo-

ple; busyness ï filling up your 

schedule with activities you 

feel duty-bound to do, and 

leaving no time to nourish your 

soul and refresh your body.ò 

This really makes sense if 

you think about it. 

De-cluttering equals sharp-

ness, physically and mentally. 

The clutter of complacency is 

one of the worst things that can 

happen in our business. We 

have to stay sharp and on our 

toes to make sure that all the 

policies and procedures of our 

routine business are followed. 

So hereôs to the season of 

spring cleaning and de-

cluttering. Letôs celebrate it 

and do what we can to make 

room for a little renewal, but 

by all means, donôt look 

around and become over-

whelmed. That would defeat 

the purpose. 

Identify areas that need de-

cluttering, break them down 

into small jobs and do a little 

bit every day. Thatôs the key. 

 Enjoy the season! 

wŀȅ Iƻōōǎ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

 The next meeting of the ADC Retirees Associ-

ation will be at 10:30 a.m. on March 13.  

 The meeting will be held at Administration 

East and will be followed by lunch.   

 Kevin Murphy will be the guest speaker.    

CƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ 
a!YLbD ! .-[Lb9 

 

 A B-line refers to the direction in which a 

bee flies after gathering nectar. Bees use the 

sun to navigate their way around in their nectar 

search.  When they are ready to return to the 

hive though, they fly in a straight line back. 

This is why when someone is trying to get to 

their destination quickly they are said to be 

"making a B-line." 

 

 If you donôt recognize the number, beware of 

returning calls. Thatôs the advice of Verizon. 

 According to Allison Simbeck, Verizon Wire-

less, a current scam is hap-

pening to wireless users.   

 People are making calls 

to wireless users and are 

either calling and hanging 

up or asking the wireless 

user to call them back for 

some made up reason. 

When the customer calls 

them back they either place them on hold for a 

long time or drive up the call time.  

 The customer is actually calling an internation-

al number and is making a very high costing call.  

If someone calls you and hangs up or asks you to 

call them back, be wary.  Make sure that you trust 

the number that is calling you in the first place. 

The charges incurred are valid and will not be 

credited.  

Think before you return calls 
to unknown numbers 

ADC retirees to meet March 13 
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New class focuses respect and professionalism 

     The roll out of the Culture of Respect and Professional-

ism in Service  program began Feb. 25 and members of the 

Management Team and Wardens made up the first class. 

     The day-long training at Admin East was an overview of 

CORPS, which will be coming to your unit. More training 

dates will be scheduled for other senior leadership positions 

such as Deputy Wardens, Majors and Administrators.  

     The class included mental health training by Ed Eng-

strom, The Winning Mindset  by Randy Shores and Calming 

The Storm by James Vent. 

     The warm days of spring are just 

around the corner, and that means 

golf. 

     In fact, we are already at work on 

this yearôs Ball and Chain Chal-

lenge.  This annual Golf Tournament 

is sponsored by the Arkansas Depart-

ment of Correction and Arkansas As-

sociation of Correctional Employees 

Trust (AACET).  Proceeds go to the 

AACET. 

     The 2014 tournament is scheduled 

for May 19, 2014 at Harbor Oaks in 

Pine Bluff.  The schedule is the same 

as last yearôs schedule: we will have 

a morning and afternoon round.  Tro-

phies will be awarded to the top three teams in both flights, after each 

round. 

     In addition, there will be prizes for 

men and womenôs longest drive and 

closest to the pin competitions. 

     If you have played with us before, 

you know that the Ball and Chain 

Challenge is a guaranteed good time.  

We will have lots of food, drinks and 

door prizes.  Lunch will be provid-

ed.  The morning round will eat after 

play, and the afternoon will eat be-

fore teeing off. 

     A large crowd is expected, so 

please get your entry form and pay-

ment submitted early. 

 The registration form and spon-

sorship form  are located on the 

AACET website. 

Ball and Chain Challenge 2014 tournament swings into action 


